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After a challenging year for everyone, 
Northwest’s choirs have returned in full 
swing. 
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Opinion: A taste of what could 
be 


By Lydia Vicek 


To my knowledge, 
seniors across the nation have 
always been able to leave 
school during lunch to go and 
eat elsewhere— Northwest 
included. The seniors at North- 
west get to escape the noise of 
the lunchroom and go wherever 
they please. It’s always been 
a question to me as to why it’s only seniors who get 
this privilege. I think a majority of the high school 
students at NW can agree with me when I ask: Why 
are juniors excluded from leaving school during 
lunch? 

I suppose some people could say that the 
younger juniors are still not ready to leave school and 
come back within the time range of 25-30 minutes. 
While I don’t doubt the responsibility of the students 
at NW, I could see why this is a valid concern. How- 
ever, if you look at the bigger picture, a lot of juniors 
would probably be willing to come back within that 
time if it meant they could enjoy their lunch without 
being stuck in a crowded room. 

A majority of juniors at NW range between 
the ages of 16-17, meaning that many already have 
their driver’s license. It’s only reasonable to let the 
people who can drive by themselves leave school 
grounds during lunch. 

This would also be a huge benefit for the 
lunchroom. In the past, they’ve always been very 
full, and it’s hard to find a seat by yourself or with 
your friends. Especially during these times with 
COVID-19, it would clear up the lunchroom and give 
people more space to distance themselves from oth- 
ers, making it a safer place to be. It would also give 
the administrators who monitor the auditorium or 
gym a bit of a break, since there wouldn’t be as many 
students to supervise. 

I can see why some people would still be wor- 
tied about students not returning after going out for 
lunch. There have been many times in the past when 
a small group doesn’t come back to school when 
they’re given the chance to run amuck. Some also 


aren’t able to come back to NW within 30 minutes 
due to traffic or other circumstances that keep them 
from coming back to school on time. 

Although these are all viable points that de- 
serve to be looked into further, there are many guide- 
lines that the school could set in place to make sure 
everyone is happy with the juniors leaving. 

The administration could have parents or 
guardians give consent for the juniors to leave with a 
signature. It would give the adults a small say in the 
matter, and could prevent the school from being re- 
sponsible for anything that would happen off campus 

Leaving things up to an individual person is 
also a concept in our society that adults are expected 
to understand, and if you were to leave it up to the 
juniors who are on the verge of adulthood to get back 
in time, it would give them a peek into the reality of 
maturity, and it would give us students a chance to be 
responsible for something 

On a small side note, it would also encour- 
age more students to get a job at the age of 16, since 
they could buy their own lunches during school. 
They don’t have to worry about where their family 
is debating on eating, and they could make their own 
decisions on where they would want to eat. 

I really think that allowing juniors to leave 
during lunch would not only benefit our current sit- 
uation with coronavirus, but it would also allow the 
juniors to earn some more responsibility. They would 
be accountable for their own actions, which would 
give them more experience for upcoming adulthood. 
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Bringing a light to Northwest 


By Meghan Pennell 


After a challenging 
year for everyone, North- 
west’s choir programs have } 
returned in full swing. 
Working around COVID-19 
regulations, they are trying 
their hardest to make the 
season as meaningful as 
possible with shows contain- 
ing thematic elements and 
messages. 

“The main message 
[for 14 Karat Gold’s, North- 
west varisity show choir, 
show] is to find your light or jotos courtesey oO} 
bring light to others,” said Being led by Owen Bjerke and Kellie llish, 

senior Audrey Glaser. Bella Voce begins to walk towards the 
“We’ve all been going stage for their first competition 
through dark times with everything that’s 

going on in the world, and I think finding your light is really, really 
important to getting through it.” 

This year, 14 Karat Gold details the journey of a lighthouse 
keeper forgetting about his jobs when a storm comes. Then after later 
finding it once again, learning the importance of keeping your light. 

Junior varsity choir Bella Voce, shows details of working 
through the “rat race” of 
everyday life. It features 
very industrial themes, and 
by the last song the group 
realizes it’s okay to slow 
down and take a moment to 
breathe. 

“T really love our 
message this year,” said 
freshman Riley Ruehling. 

“7 think we’re all just glad 
that we get to have a sea- 
son, even if it is a little 
different.” 

Rehearsals and 
performances are done with 
masks on, making singing 
more difficult for most 
members. Social distancing 
is practiced to the best of 


14KG members pose for picture before 
heading to perform at Glennwood High 
School. Back row Liz Trausch, Audrey 
Glaser, Caden Keller, Bennett Rowe, Cart- 
er Nabity. Front row: Olivia Fagan, Hannah 
Fjeldheim, Faith Eickhoff, Carter Levander 
and Eric Noorlander 


their abilities, and they are traveling to new competitions. 

“Before the season officially started, we were practicing with 
our masks on and three chairs apart in the auditorium,” Glaser said. 
“Learning choreography was really difficult since choreographers 
couldn’t come in and teach us. We had to learn through videos.” 

At their first competition in Glenwood, Iowa, both choirs placed 
first in their division. Bella Voce placed fourth runner-up overall, and 
14KG received best band, best choreography and grand champions. 

“We 
usually go to 
Omaha com- 
petitions, but 
most of those 
big schools 
aren’t having 
show choir at 
all this year, 
so they’re not 
hosting any- 
thing,” Glaser 
said. 


The choirs plan to face their next competitors once again in 
Towa as well as here in Grand Island at a competition hosted by Grand 
Island Senior High. 

Despite the changes the program has had to face, they always 
come out stronger than before 

“Show choir really has defined my high school experience,” 
Glaser said. “I love coming to school and getting to spend time in each 
of my music classes.” 
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COVID-19: The common enemy 
of sports and fine arts 


By Audrey Wiseman 


The phenomena of schools favoring athletic extracurriculars 
over their fine arts counterparts has long plagued society. However, it 
appears that for the first time in a long time, things are changing, partial- 
ly due to the circumstances of COVID-19 and its school-related restric- 
tions. 

“T think stereotypically and historically, schools have favored 
sports over fine arts, but I think in today's world both are equally sup- 
ported,” said junior Taylor Paul, who is involved in Northwest's or- 
chestra and basketball team. 

While favoritism may not be as big of an issue, there are still 
disproportionate difficulties. 

“For me, I haven't noticed much difference between sports and 
activities with favoritism, but I would say it's more difficult when fans 
and parents are not able to attend [fine arts] events like they are sporting 
events,” said Brian Gibson, who is in charge of NW’s mock trial and 
speech teams. 

According to U.S.News in August of 2020, it was much easier 
for fine arts programs, such as speech and drama, to switch to virtual 
competitions or performances. It was impossible for athletic teams to do 
the same due to the nature of the activity. At the time, sports teams also 
couldn’t continue in person without putting individuals’ health at risk. 

Senior Joshua Colburn, who is involved in band and football, 
was upset to have the homecoming game against york canceled because 
of the pandemic 

“Missing that one game and not being able to play that game 
sucks because it's my last year,” Colburn said. “I never get that game 
back. Missing what we had in years past ... but not being able to [have 
that] kind of sucked.” 

The Nebraska Schools Activities Association's guide to Coro- 
navirus restrictions for sports provides a current set of safety rules and 
recommendations. Sports are now allowed to continue competing as 
of January 4, 2021. However, social distancing must be maintained by 
spectators and coaches, and masks must be worn at all times. Players 
have the choice of whether or not to wear a mask while playing, but 
were required to do so while benched. 

But how has the Coronavirus affected fine arts programs? It was 
rocky along the way, but the switch to online performances was simple 
overall. Fine arts programs have multiple ways to make the show go on 
For example, both the school’s speech and mock trial teams are compet- 
ing virtually. 

“There are a lot of schools that still are hosting live speech 
events, but they're limited by the number of schools they can have 
at their events,” Gibson said. “We have been going to mostly virtual 


contests, and it's tough because the students are giving their speeches 
through a camera on a computer to a judge, so it doesn't give them the 
same feeling.” 

But some fine arts programs, such as one act, chose not to make 
that virtual switch, as explained by Robert Collins, NW’s one act coach 
and assistant speech coach. 

“With one act plays, depending on where you get your script 
from, you have certain rights and copyright things that you have to 
follow,” Collins said. “I had to actually reach out to the author to get 
special permission to [use their play], so being able to do things virtual- 
ly would have been much more difficult. Actually being able to go to the 
site and perform was much easier, even with masks.” 

Other difficulties that arose in one act involving the Coronavirus 
included the lack of a crowd, and the fact that teams were not allowed to 
watch their competitors’ performances. 

Overall, students and teachers at NW feel as though sports and 
fine arts are treated equally. 

“T think most of the time they're pretty even, but sometimes 
they favored sports over fine arts,” Paul said. “Like last March and 
April, no one really talked about how all the fine arts were canceled, but 
everybody was so worried about all the athletes when their sports were 
canceled.” 

Although it may seem like sports are at the forefront of conver- 
sation, fine arts aren’t completely swept aside from an administrative 
standpoint. 

“[Administration] still works hard to make sure that we in the 
fine arts area have the support that we need to do the things that we want 
to do,” Gibson said. It seems like there's this kind of crevice between 
the two, but the school and the state do a great job of supporting both.” 


Trombone player, band manager, and football player Joshua 
Colburn (right) attemps to tackle drum major Truett Nelson on 
Wednesday morning, July 15, at NW. (Photo Courtesy of Inde- 
pendent/Barrett Stinson) 


‘My parent’s just don’t understand me’ 


By Danyka Galvan 


Take hard 
classes, get good 
grades. Save up 
for college, save 
money for your 
future. ‘Don’t have 
an attitude.’ Keep 
busy, make your- 
self look good for 
colleges. Don’t sit 
on your phone, get 
up and do some- 
thing. ‘Don’t have an attitude.’ Do your chores. You’re tired but you 
have to do this. ‘Don’t have an attitude.’ 

Every day is the same day. I force myself to wake up only to 
have the expectations of doing the same thing over and over again. Each 
week is just a copy and paste with an extra pile of stress. Everything is 
piling over and over until I can’t breathe. I focus on the classes that I 
am behind in and suddenly see myself falling behind in other subjects. 
Not only is school a huge struggle bus, but the expectations from adults 
are so high. No wonder teens have ‘attitudes’. 

Teachers are stressing us with large ammounts of homework 
along with tests and quizzes. There are multiple days where I have at 
least three tests to accomplish. Adults expect us to perform each of 
these to the best of our ability, but how can they expect good grades 
with as big of an overload as we have? As I become more stressed, my 
motivation drops, and as my motivation drops, so does my GPA. 

In California, schools are to start no earlier than 9 a.m. Because 
of the later start, 

LU students are more 
awake, making it eas- 
ier to learn through- 
out the day. Even 
with this change, 
school still ends at 
3:30 p.m. Test scores 
in California are also 
higher than most 
states, according to The Daily Pilot newspaper. Schools in California 
even give less homework, thus relieving stress levels from students. 

Gen Z’s statistics taken by the American Psychological Associ- 
ation show that 31% of students are depressed. Many teenagers are also 
found skipping meals due to stress and depression. The APAS found 
that 23% of students admitted to this during the survey. The survey also 
concluded that stress in adolescents, is mainly caused by an overload of 
homework, social media and parenting decisions 


aa 


Parents have a huge impact on who we grow up to be. Many 
parents will treat their children one way but find it rude and disrespect- 
ful when their child portrays the same behavior. How are kids supposed 
to learn from hypocritical actions? This then leads to the common 
teenage saying, ‘My parents just don’t understand me.’ Guardians have 
the say and that is that. in most American households. To many parents, 
teens are not allowed to make mistakes. 

In today’s generation, stress has increased. Teenagers are now 
more connected to the world than ever before by the touch of a finger- 
tip. Teens are scrolling through Instagram, looking at “picture-perfect” 
social media influenc- 
ers, pictures portraying 
what society sees as 
acceptable. Girls need 
to be skinny, but not too 
skinny. Guy’s need to 
be tall but not too tall 
Aspects of which, affect 
teens’ mental health with 
the perception that they 
can’t change. 

Teens today are 
growing up in a completely different world compared to past genera- 
tions. Many will state that their parents don’t understand them. Maybe 
that is the truth; adults don’t truly understand the society that young 
adults are growing up in today. They will accuse their children of being 
lazy, trouble-making liars. However, maybe we’re not just lying trouble 
makers. Maybe there is something more behind the stress that does not 


meet adult’s eyes. Photos Courtesy of APAS 
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From an art room to a gallery: How two students’ art made it to NYC 


By Emily Krupicka 


‘Two Northwest students have been recog- 
nized as Gold Key winners of the Nebraska Scho- 
lastic Art and Writing Competition and will be 
honored with their art displayed in New York City. 
From here, students will have the opportunity to 
‘medal at the national level. 

‘The selection process was competitive with 
only 209 Gold Keys presented and almost 2,200 
entries, Sophomore Lydia Vicek was one of the 
few who made the cut. 

“When I found out that my art was going to 
be on display in New York, I freaked out,” Vicek 
said. “I thought it was a joke at first. I mean, the 
fact that my work was going to be nationally rec- 
ognized was pretty unbelievable” 

Vicek’s winning piece is titled ‘Bird Reborn’ 
and features chicken wire, old licence plates, a 
flower pot, zip ties and a broken hose, When com- 
bined, the household materials create a sculpture 
ofa blue bird sitting atop a bundle of foliage. 

“I thought the name was fitting,” Vicek said. 
“took recycled materials and repurposed them 
to create a theme of nature. Ina sense, it was like 
these materials had another chance to be mean- 
ingful” 

Sophomore Anna Zentz was also honored 
with a Gold Key for her acrylic painting entitled 
“Dancing Frog 

“Its just crazy to think that something I did 
for pure amusement and enjoyment is getting 
shown in the most populated city in America?” 


Zentz said. 

Her painting depicts a green frog in a pink 
ballerina skirt juggling various objects. A single 
cattail plant also sits in the left-hand corner. 

“The idea humored me,” Zentz said. “It’s 
definitely one of my favorites. As I painted, there 
‘were no challenges or struggles I had to face. It 
was kind of like a word or phrase that rolls off the 
metaphorical tongue. I thoroughly enjoyed the 
process” 

Each student’ talent has earned their suc- 
cess, but teacher Beau Studley’ dedication to 
‘Northwest's art program has ensured that every- 
‘one has the opportunity to showcase their skills. 

“We've been participating [in the art contest] 
for the last eight years,” Studley said. “I'm always 
excited when a student receives a Gold Key and 
their work goes on to nationals because they 
spend so much time and effort on their work. Its 
neat to see it being selected to represent North- 
west.” 

Both Vicek and Zentz also received a Silver 
Key for other submissions. Those who earned a 
Silver Key or an honorable mention were set to 
have their work showcased in Omaha; however, 
due to COVID-19 restrictions, this year's art show 
will be virtual. 

Seniors Paola Lopez, Hailey Price and Eu- 
nique Zapata were each awarded with honorable 
mentions for their submissions as well. 


Bird Reborn” by sophomore Lydia Vicek earned a Gold 
Key and will be displayed in New York City. 

“Dancing Frog” by sophomore Anna Zentz earned 
a Gold Key and will be displayed in New York City 


“Gone But Never Forgotten” 
by senior Hailey Price was 
given an honorable mention, 


“Healing” by senior Eunique 
Zapata received an honorable 
mention, 


“Daniel” by sophomore 
Anna Zentz was awarded 


aSilver Key. Photos Courtesy of Beau Studley 
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Meaningful mural 


By Reagan 

Walking down the hallway by the choir room, there is a new 
addition to the wall. Senior art students Hailey Price, Faeryn Tuttle and 
Eunique Zapata have been hard at work painting a mural during early 
bird art. 

“We’ve been working on it for about a month,” Zapata said. 
“And I think it'll be done some time in the next two weeks.” 

The design for the mural was a collaboration of all three of their 
ideas. Zapata was the first to come up with the prospect of adding a 
mural. She brought it up to art teacher Beau Studley and vocal music 
teacher Jeff Vyhlidal. They then got the addition approved by the 
administration and began working on it.. 

The mural is of a profile’s silhouette singing on the right side of 
the wall. On the left side, there are notes from “The Lord Bless You and 
Keep You,” by musician John Rutter, a song the choir sings at every 
concert. 

Painting the mural has given Price, Tuttle and Zapata an unique 
expeirence in their art classes and hope to inspire others through their 
work. 

There is a quote featured that says “Above everything it was 
about leaving a mark. That were here. We were hungry. We were 
defeated. We were happy. We were sad. We were bold in love with life. 
We were scared. We were hopeful. We had an idea, the kind with great 
purpose. We were here.” This quote was written on the wall behind the 
stage before it got covered last year, due to some paint updates. 

“[The quote] emphasizes that we as a group leave a mark in 
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this school,” Tuttle said. “And the importance of finding the balance 
between the hardships and fun that happens during a student’s time in 
high school.” 

The seniors wanted to have something for everyone to 
remember 
them by and 
decided to do 
it by painting | 
this mural 
for everyone 
that comes 
to Northwest 
to enjoy, 
including 
those viewing 
performances 
in the 
auditorium and 
other activities at NW. 

“T wanted to give back to a program and community that has 
given so much to me,” Zapata said. 

As time goes on, more murals may start to appear in NW’s 
hallways. The next time a student is interested in painting a mural, the 
social studies department has some ideas that they would like to see 
come to life. 


Photo by Reagan Kropatsch 


Want To Be A Lifeguard? 


The City of Grand Island is accepting applications for summer lifeguards! 


* Allnew lifeguards start at $11.00 per hour! 


© New lifeguards must take a lifeguard class, Gl Parks & Recreation will 
provide a free training to all that need to become certified. For class 
information, contact Parks & Rec office at (308) 385-5444 ext, 290. 


© Must be at least 16 years of age. 


For more information & to apply visit www.grand-island.com/lifequard, 


Reflecting on one year with COVID-19 


By Gabriel Lorenzo 


Last year was a unique and historical experience for the world. 
At the beginning of the year, everything looked normal, but in March, 
the world was in complete chaos. As a result, many public places were 
closed, including stores, churches and schools. This upcoming March 
will be one year since COVID-19 affected in many communities. 


First, Northwest Public Schools closed on March 8 due to 
coronavirus concerns. 

“T was surprised, frankly, because they had a couple days prior 
to that decision,” said English teacher Alex Hull. “They made that 
decision on [March 12] and they had decided on [March 10 or 11] 
[There was] a big press conference with the five schools between Trin- 
ity, Heartland, GICC, Senior High and Northwest. They decided we’re 
going to keep kids in school as long as we can and then they [changed 
the decision]. I was a little surprised, though not totally shocked.” 


Then, as the weeks went by, students attended school 
through virtual learning, starting around the week of March 23. 

“T was disappointed,” said senior Zaccheaus Veinteicher. “I 
didn’t do anything for the last three months.” 


“T think the hardest part of virtual learning is that you don’t get 
consistent contact,” Hull said. “You don’t have the opportunity for one- 
on-one contact the way you do in a classroom.” 


“Tt was harder, since I am a hands-on learner,” said senior Jayci 
Wilson. “I was falling behind, and it took a long time to get used to.” 


Lastly, after five months of not being physically in school 
(including summer break), the school opened with safety measures 
in place. 

“T think that school is the best place for kids,” Hull said. “This 
is a place where we can provide physical, mental and emotional health 
support.” 


Update on the Covid Precaution 


By Molly Day 


Everybody knows that COVID-19 has made a huge impact in people’s 
lives during and outside of school. Northwest has taken many precautions to 
make sure that everyone is safe and to prevent the spread of the coronavirus, but 
will these changes stay after the pandemic? 

There were many adjustments, such as encouraging social distancing of 
at least six feet between staff and students, sanitizing every student’s hands upon 
entering and leaving a classroom, cleaning tables and chairs and requiring masks. 

Before the pandemic, most didn’t think about germs and the spread of 
illnesses, but there were many transfers of germs in everyday activities. Something 
small like drinking out of a water fountain seemed normal; however, the amount 
of germs on a school water fountain, according to Medical News Today, is 2.7 
million. 

People have become more self-aware of the transfer of germs to prevent 
the spread of the coronavirus and other illnesses. With all the changes in the 
school, vice principal Smith was asked what kind of changes the school has made 
during this time. 

“We are wearing masks and have shut down the four water fountains,” 
Smith said. 

Smith also explained some of the biggest inconvenience due to the 
coronavirus “after students come back, it has been difficult getting them caught 
up with classes that can’t be completed using Zoom. This would include any 


classes that require equipment students don’t have at home.” 

Despite this, the administration has worked hard to make sure every 
student is safe. 

“T hope that we will not have a mask mandate come next school year. It 
is also my hope that we can have our lunch process go back to normal. By next 
school year, we are hoping everything goes back to normal.” 

There is an administrative view on the coronavirus impact, but the teachers have 
also been impacted. 

“T have to make sure to start the Zoom call for the quarantine students at 
the beginning of class,” said science teacher Jennifer Verba. “I also have to put all 
the assignments out before class.” 

Verba also asked if discussed changes she noticed in the students’ 
participation. 

“The students that are quarantined never like to do any of the work 
assigned.” 

There are many changes that the school had to make because of the 
coronavirus but they are all in place to help the students and staff stay safe. It is, 
however, a mystery if there will still be these same policies next year. 
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The reality of romantic television: 
Comical compilations or rehearsed romances? 


By Emelia Richling 


By definition, the term ‘reality romance’ describes an entertain- 
ing, continuous filming of individuals who are searching for love ina 
world where nearly everyone could fit their definition of a perfect per- 
son, as long as they are also on the same show. 

However, in reality, romance is very complicated, so staged 


scenes, gorgeous villas and ideal plotlines do not usually constitute 
love, but, on a purely fictional level, reality romance shows can provide 
us with some insight on how complicated life is, even if our real, per- 
sonal troubles may differ from the fake, publicized problems portrayed 
through our television screens. 


Love is Blind 


‘The concept behind Netflix's “Love is 
Blind” could be described as the most realistic ver- 
sion of love, though not because of the closed pods 
that prevent one from seeing other people. Instead, 
it is because they are forming a connection based 
solely on who the person is. 

Ina series of speed dates, contestants meet 
and pick a person to propose to with only five 
weeks between the moment they meet and their 
wedding date. Like many other reality shows, 
contestants are rushed to find the perfect person to 
marry. It can be frustrating to watch competitors 
fumble a relationship that may have lasted if they 


On "Love is 
Blind," Cameron 
(left) proposes 

to Lauren (right) 
despite knowing 
her for only a few 
weeks. After two 
years, the couple 
remains married. 


were only given more time. 

For the few people who watch reality 
romance solely to see contestants fall in love, this 
show would be perfect because it illustrates the 
complexity of relationships. 
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Love Island 


In the British, Australian and American 
show “Love Island,” contestants arrive in a beau- 
tiful setting with the desire to meet the perfect 
partner. To stay on the show, one must be coupled 
up with another person. With recoupling cere- 
monies happening frequently and prize money at 
stake, this show is exciting to watch. 

However, many of the characters have 
personalities drier than their romantic propsects. 
This show is kept interesting by the comical nar- 
rators' sarcastic jokes and well-timed puns. "Love 
Island" may be the most inaccurate portrayal of 
romance since living in a beautiful villa excluded 
from society is certainly far from how we live. 

If the viewer is unbothered by this, "Love 
Island” is a five-star show because of its ridicu- 
lous scenarios and hilarious narration, making it 
a front-runner for my favorite reality romance. 
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The Bachelor and Bachelorette 


Known as some of the 
most iconic reality romance shows, 
“The Bachelor” and “The Bach- 
elorette” have been streaming for 
nearly 20 years. 

Over their long history, the 
setup of the shows have remained 
the same. A group of people arrive 
at a luxurious house where they 
meet the person they have decided 
is the love of their life. Through 
fj challenges, group dates and quests 
for the unattainable one-on-one 
time, the bachelor/bachelorette 


narrows down contestants untilone depiction of “reality” romance. 


person is holding a red rose and sparkling ring., which is always de- 
vestatingly hideous. 

With 25 seasons of “The Bachelor” and 16 seasons of “The Bach- 
elorette,” viewers are in for a marathon better than any voluntary run- 
ning. Compiling cringey scenes of exploding champagne and fighting 
competitors, this saga ensures J 
viewers understand that love is 
not always idyllic and certain- 
ly far from perfect. 

Despite its comedic 
value, the show can grow 
repetitive and monotonous, 
so breaking apart seasons is a 
necessity when watching this 


After accusing Hannah Ann (right) of steal- 
ing her champagne, Kelsey (left) literally 
gets a taste of her own accusations. 


SENIOR SPOTLIGHT 


By Danyka Galvan 


SU DOS 


ALEX CABELLO LAILA GASPAR JORDAN WINTON 
What activities are you involved in? What activities are you involved in? What activities are you involved in? 
“Show choir and Striv.” “Lam involved in softball and | have done it all four “| have been involved in swimming, cross country, 
Did you develop senioritis? What keeps you years.” football, track and show choir.” 
motivated? Did you develop senioritis? What keeps you Did you develop senioritis? What keeps you 
“Yes, | get out early, so | don't have as many class motivated? motivated? 
periods.” “| didn’t. Thinking of being able to move to a different | “I did develop senioritis. To stay motivated, | just 
What is the hardest part of being a senior? state.” focused on how close | was to being done with high 
“Worrying about plans for the future.” What is the hardest part of being a senior? school and finishing strong.” 
What is your best advice for underclassmen? “That | have to keep my grades up because | don’t What is the hardest part of being a senior? 
“Enjoy it while it lasts.” have many classes.” “The hardest part is that | know how many ‘lasts’ | 


What is your best advice for underclassmen? have had this year and poesia I don't get to come 
“Don't use the bathroom in the main hallway, and don't back is hard.” 

fail your first year.” What is your best advice for underclassmen? 
[While these Yeas are fun, don't let them be the best 
lyears of your life. Keep Ret and make tev) 
of the year your best. Don't et life be downhill from 


here. 
Photo Courtesy of Alyssa Earl Photo Courtesy of Laila Gaspar Photo Courtesy of Christen Winton 


In the news... 


By: Molly Day 


VOWS SNDIA 


The United States surpassed half a million generation from plants that weren't equipped on February 19th. 

deaths from COVID-19. The coronavirus to deal with the extreme cold. + The Classes A and B competitions for 

is being called the most deadly event in Nebraska state senators are at odds over a the Nebraska State Cheer and Dance 
Michigan history. Michigan reported its first need for a COVID-19 liability protection bill. Championships were held Thursday, 
coronavirus death on March 18 of last year. The sponsor of another proposal offering February 18 at the Heartland Events Center. 
In the past 11 months Michigan has reported immunity from the coronavirus liability said The Northwest dance team earned bac 
16,343 coronavirus deaths. Thursday, February 18, that neither bill is back state titles in the hip-hop competi 
Texas faces a water shortage as pipes needed. The cheer team came in second place but 
freeze because of the low temperatures Hastings was the coldest place in the were tied for first in game-day routine on 
along with a power outage. This is an country with a temperature of -30 degrees Friday, February 19. 

extremely rare occurrence for Texas as on Monday, February 15. Arkansas 

the midwest experiences record-shattering previously held the record with -20. 

cold temperatures. The demand for heat Fonner Park is celebrating its 50-year legacy 

was so high that it caused the loss of power of racing. The yearly horse races kicked off 


VIKING SAGA 


PAGE 12 


_ STUDY ABROAD 


It’s a dream for many. But at Hastings, 
you'll spend part of one semester abroad 
at no additional cost. Peru, Ireland, France, 
Spain, Honduras — where will you go? 


$12,000+ FOR EVERYONE 


Every Hastings College student receives 
scholarships worth at least $12,000. 
Many receive $15,000-20,000 (some 
even more!) — and all renew each year. 


GEEK OUT 


To create the best learning experience, 
every student receives an iPad and 
Apple Pencil — making handwritten notes, 
digital lab annotations and more a reality. 
Plus we're providing all required text 
books, saving you $4,000 or more. 


Want to learn more? 
Schedule your in-person or virtual visit today! - pgm 
COLLEGE 


HASTINGS EDU/VISIT Nebrasa's Premier Private colege 


